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Today’s Goals
• Best Practice

• Who we Are

• Social Media

• Promotion

• Funding

• Collaboration

• Getting Students Involved

• The Future



Best Practice 

• “To be the best you must be able to handle the 
worst” – author unknown

• Kids who experience homelessness often find 
schools to be the one safe place they can go and 
have a “normal” life.

• What words describe your role as a 
liaison/coordinator?

• What about youth homelessness?



Describe Youth Homelessness



Who we Are

Barnabas Ministries #Homeless2Hopeful Video

https://vimeo.com/155020568


Responsibilities of the Local Liaison

• Identify children and youth experiencing homelessness

• Make sure homeless children and youth are enrolled and 
have full and equal opportunity to succeed in school

• Make sure families, children and youth have access to 
and receive educational services for which they are 
eligible

• Inform parents/guardians of their rights

• Provide professional development to staff servicing 
homeless youth and families

• And MORE…………



To MDE and Beyond…………..



Ways in which parents, liaisons, staff and students 

can access your information.

Social Media



Livebinder

www.livebinders.com

– Homeless Education Tabs

• 2014-17 Self Assessment

• 2015 Regional Meeting

• Charter Schools

• College Resources

• ESSA

• Forms Used by Schools

• Foster Care

• Human Trafficking

• Liaison Information

• Local Resources

• MDE Website

More Tabs
• MOISD Data System

• NCHE

• News Articles

• Preschool/Early Childhood

• Staff Information

• Title I

• Transportation

• Unaccompanied Youth

• Violence Prevention

http://www.livebinders.com/play/pl
ay?id=1490432

http://www.livebinders.com/
http://www.livebinders.com/play/play?id=1490432
http://www.livebinders.com/play/play?id=1490432


KIDS CARE About Homelessness 

• KIDS CARE About Homelessness

https://youtu.be/SVC4tIqLPRM


FACEBOOK

Ottawa County Youth Homelessness

– https://www.facebook.com/OAHCYouthHomelessness/

https://www.facebook.com/OAHCYouthHomelessness/


Website

http://www.oaisd.org/oaisd/departments/instructionalservices/home
less/

Parent Resource Page

https://www.oaisd.org/oaisd/departments/instructionalservices/hom
eless/for-parents/

http://www.oaisd.org/oaisd/departments/instructionalservices/homeless/
https://www.oaisd.org/oaisd/departments/instructionalservices/homeless/for-parents/


Promotion

• Develop your own brochure

• School fliers, newsletters, emails 

• Speaking at the local Chamber of Commerce

• Speak to your superintendent

• Audio clip /interview on the radio station

• Volunteering at local events

• Present to administration in district (ask coordinator to present with you)

• Community days in district can be homeless related

• Twitter, Facebook, Jibe

• Stickers - #Homeless2Hopeful

• Local Bus 



Macatawa Area Express (MAX) Bus Banner



Raising Money

• Middle school dance proceeds
• Wrestling team – donate per “take down” during match
• Dodgeball game – staff vs. students
• Buy a paper “hand” and write their name on it.  Spell the word, 

“HOPE” with the completed hands.  
• T-shirts!
• Stickers, bracelets
• “Hats for a Homeless Shelter”
• “High Fives” – donate change
• Bin for hygiene items for kids
• Department challenges



#Homeless2Hopeful



#homeless2hopeful



Barnabas Ministries Receiving $ from 
Holland Public Schools



Hold a FAFSA night in your building!  
Colleges will come!



Get the Students Involved – Kids Helping Kids

• Make district specific homeless posters (and use NCHE)

• Middle school dance proceeds 

• Poverty simulation

• Homeless Awareness Week

• Decorate lunch bags for Kids Food Basket

– 42 schools involved

• Donate and organize hygiene kits for kids



National Hunger and Homeless Awareness Week

November 11-19, 2017

• It’s not just a week, it’s all year long…
• Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week is an 

annual program where people come together across the 
country to draw attention to the problems of hunger and 
homelessness. Participating groups spend the week 
holding a series of educational, service, fundraising, and 
advocacy events.

• www.hhweek.org

http://www.hhweek.org/


Other Ideas

• Food/Clothing Drive

– Closet at school

• SNAP Challenge - $4.40 per day

• Community Task Forces

• Create a community resource booklet (work with your COC)

• Provide suitcases or plastic bins for homeless families

• Mentoring programs

• Hang homeless posters everywhere (campgrounds, shelters, laundromats, 
grocery stores, health dept., medical clinics, food banks, libraries, etc.)

• Host a community event

• “The Charlie Book – 60 Ways to Help Homeless Kids” - $10/share with 
district

• Your IDEAS



This WILL Happen
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